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the bondage of desire, he into whose mmd all sorts of desires enter
like diverse streams falling into the ocean without being able to
transcend its limits by their discharge—it is such an one who gains
peace—-not he who cherishes desires for earthly objects."
And those who have studied the psychic constitution of man tell
us that the powers of such a personage become so far developed that,
while they are far-reaching, they are also so tender and sensitive, that
they are capable of responding to every thrill in the outside universe.
The person, who has reached this degree of enlightenment, feels and
answers to everything, and just because he desires nothing for himself
is able to give everything to all. Such an one, it is said, becomes more
and more a channel of Divine Life to the world ; he asks nothing save
to be a channel, with wider and wider bed, along which the great
Life may flow, and his only wish is that he may become a larger and
larger vessel with less of obstacle m himself to hinder the outward
pouring of the Life, working for nothing save to be of service.1
So, too, says Shankar in Viveka Ghudamani:—
((The great and peaceful ones live regenerating th.e world like the
coming of spring; and after having crossed th.e ocean of embodied
existence, help those who try to do the same thing, without personal
motives. It is the innate character of the great ones to remove the
s-uffermgs of others, as it is the character of the moon to allay the
pains of those who are suffering from the intense heat of the
sun."
Every great man is a living power, an impressive personality, even
while living in one country 01 clime, he is in a sense, everywhere,
(mw^n^T miNl-ft ^:) (Shankar), and his influence on mankind
continues even when he is physically dead.
" Such men (says Dr. E. Caird2) seem still to grow beyond the end
which hides them from our eyes . . . The great man in his lifetime
stands before his contemporaries as an external image of excellence
which may, indeed, awaken a new spirit in those who are able, even
partially, to appreciate it; but when the outward presence is removed,
the awakened spirit reproduces th.e inmost reality of fact in an idea-
lised vision, which is truer than anything seen with the eyes of sense
1 Annie Besant's < Karma', p. 69.  also Tiele and D'Alviella.
9 (t EvoL BeV» Vol. 2, p. 227. See

